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The Heavy Head of th e  Moon
by Betsy Martin
The heavy head of the moon, 
orange and ragged, 
lumbers above the trees, 
her stick body 
too skinny to see.
She has swollen up, huge, 
absorbing the cares 
of the people below, 
her spongy face dripping 
with their worry, grief, and envy.
A couple might look up 
from a window of their house, 
or pause in their evening stroll, 
or point from their car
and say,
"What a beautiful moon!"
They smile,
and their faces soften.
Their breathing blends gently 
with the cool night breeze.
O, empathetic one, 
thank you!
She staggers.
The great head sinks
and comes to rest in some maples.
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